
South Lyon Community Schools 
Citizens’ Committee 
November 10, 2015 

5:00 pm 
Minutes 

 
 
Committee attendance: 
David Forsyth – VFW Post 1224 
Matt Admiraal – MMS Teacher 
Chuck Chinavare – MMS Parent and Support Staff 
Carrie Hanshaw – Board Member 
Michele Lurz – Board Member 
Emily Testani – Bartlett Principal 
Renee Thompson – Bartlett Teacher 
Brian Toth – CMS Principal 
Maureen Altermatt – Assistant Superintendent 
 
Additional community representatives: 
James Lechich – VFW Post 1224 
James Plankey – VFW Post 1224 
Charles Bussey – VFW Post 1224 
John Anderson – VFW Post 1224 
Randy Clark – VFW Supporter 
 

The meeting began at 5:05 pm 
 

Welcome and Introductions 
The members of the last naming committee, which met September 15th, were all invited to this meeting.  
In addition, David Forsyth and John McMahon (VFW members) were added to the committee as well as 
Chad Scaling and Mike Teagan, SLHS Principal and Athletic Director.  The committee was informed that 
Mr. McMahon was unable to attend as he was out of town and that Mr. Teagan and Mr. Scaling were 
unable to attend as they were representing SLHS at the Girls’ Volleyball Regional Semifinals.  Those 
committee members present introduced themselves.   
 
Representatives from VFW Post 1224 and their supporter, Mr. Clark, were warmly welcomed and 
thanked for taking the time to attend this meeting.  They were asked to participate fully and share input 
with the committee.   
 

Public Comments 
There were none. 
 

Review of Policy and Board Motion 
At the October 5, 2015 Board meeting, the Board approved a motion to form a committee to honor 
Lance Corporal Dominic Ciaramitaro.  Per Board policy 7250 Commemoration and Naming New 
Facilities, the committee is to be made up of school staff, Board member(s), parents, a student and 
community members.   



Committee Discussion 
The committee briefly reviewed information pertaining to Dominic Ciaramitaro’s time in SLCS as a 
student at Millennium Middle School and South Lyon High School, his participation on the SLHS football 
team, and his military service in the Marine Corps as well as his death during active duty in Afghanistan 
in 2011.  There was unanimous agreement that the honor of naming a facility was well deserved. 
 
Suggestions were made by the VFW members to name the SLHS Athletic Plaza in Ciaramitaro’s honor.  A 
later suggestion was made to name the Athletic Field in his honor as well.  The committee discussed 
these suggestions and was supportive of both, ultimately deciding to combine the two in the 
recommended action.  It was acknowledged that the SLHS stadium is known as “The Jungle” and that 
this informal designation would continue.  
 
Another option, to name the plaza outside the SLHS student commons entrance area, was presented for 
discussion.  The committee consensus was that naming the Athletic Field and Plaza would be a more 
fitting tribute, with the reasoning that Ciaramitaro was both a student and a football player.  
Additionally, students and the wider community attend events on the athletic field.   
 
No other facility naming suggestions were presented. 
 
Mr. Clark, who also serves on the district Facilities Planning Committee (FPC) in his capacity as a Board 
Member, shared tentative architectural plans for a wrought iron gate at the plaza entrance.  The 
committee discussed options for installing a commemorative naming plaque there.  There was 
additional discussion about possible options for an appropriate memorial inside the plaza.  The VFW 
members indicated their willingness to provide input to the design process and coordinate any 
necessary fundraising.    They also shared that they have members who have expertise and industry 
experience with metal fabrication and granite work.    It was agreed that Mr. Clark would serve as a 
liaison with VFW Post 1224 and the SLCS FPC during the planning and when the renovation work at SLHS 
begins and this memorial project takes shape. 
 
There was a brief discussion about the desire to hold a dedication ceremony in the future.  Mr. Forsyth 
will talk to the Ciaramitaro family about what dates would be meaningful to them.  There was also 
discussion about the need to work with the construction timelines.  The district and VFW will 
communicate further to plan a dedication at the appropriate time. 
 

Recommendation 
The Citizens’ Committee recommends that the football field and plaza at South Lyon High School be 
named the Lance Corporal Dominic J. Ciaramitaro USMC Athletic Field and Plaza. 
 

Public Comments 
There were none. 
 

The meeting ended at 5:30 pm. 


